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The energy described as Fire descends from
the spiritual level and, taking a downward road,
enters first the psychic levels, also symbolized by
Water, and then the Earth of gross materiality.
Later it re-ascends from Earth into Water, and
back again into the original state of a pure Fire.
This is in accordance with the cyclic view of
manifestation which begins from above. Ascent
Follows descent in the cycle of man's earthly
existence, as well as in the cycle of cosmic
manifestation.

The word <( Fire " has been used to indicate
a certain intensity of divine action, but the
action may be constructive or destructive. The
one Energy, which is the Shakti of Shiva
in Indian cosmology, under certain conditions
constructs or regenerates, and under other con-
ditions destroys. There is Fire in every plant
and tree, for in every process of growth there
are forces intensely at work to produce the form
of the next moment.

The idea of Fire as a symbol of the Deity
sind as an omnipresent Principle in Nature is
Eound in Zoroastrianism. The first Zoroaster
spoke of the Logos as Fire. These old symbols
lave not been used arbitrarily, but have a